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White privilege refers to those benefits accorded individuals described as white in some regions. The benefits include societal benefits with which other members of the society who are non-whites do not enjoy. In this perspective, non-white people under the same social class, political and economic class do not enjoy these privileges and are therefore described as white skin privileges. The aspect of white privilege is studied in academic perspective to describe how racism in the society affects the lives of the two groups of individuals. In the article, “White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack” McIntosh describes the experiences enjoyed by the whites in western societies compared to non-white individuals as an invisible package of unearned assets (Case, 2007). In this description, McIntosh refers to obvious and non-obvious advantages enjoyed, but people may not recognize these benefits. 

White privilege plays a role in police encounters. In many recorded cases it has been established that response to crime through the emergency calls in mostly done effectively in white residential suburbs rather than black neighborhoods. In other cases, bias and prejudice have been recorded in dealing with criminal cases. Black people are usually mistaken as lawbreakers in the society leading to high rates of incarceration. According to the statistics, bureau report high criminal cases and rate of incarceration is high in black neighborhoods. However, many cases after analysis have indicated cases of mistaken identities. In a group of 10 people serving jail terms, it has been established that two were inappropriately apprehended (Case, 2007). Again, in comparison to calls response made through the emergency call, many black individuals have been accused being out of place in their localities. Additionally, in the roads, black drivers are three times more likely to be searched and harassed more than white individuals. All these cases represent cases where whiter privilege plays a part in policing.

White privilege as described is not only special laws; unearned advantages occur as obvious and unconscious privileges accorded to the individual as a result of their skin color. In respect to rights and privileges, the whites are more likely to face lenient punishment in the hands of law enforcers than people of color (Childs, 2015). This occurs as a result of stereotypes making rounds that black influences violence. In other cases, individuals may be unaware that they are enjoying any privileges as the unconscious actions come automatically and occur as normal behaviors. It is only those who face criticism and harassment can understand the concept.

Realization of my status regarding race occurred in my first year in high school education. I was very social and was interacting with all individuals without my recognition of any differences as school maintained same standards regarding equity in all aspects. It was during the spring break that I took one of my school friends to my home. We were good friends and had been together for almost a year since were realized we would be in the same school. During this short invite, I realized that my family was unhappy that I was having many friends of people of color. My friend’s family was from Mexico but living in the US. After my friend left, my mother was quick to explain how wrong it was to have such friends. I was startled, I had no other close friend. I learnt the difference but have never lived to credit this difference. The advice helped me understand reality in the society but did not influence my conscience.
Thinking of white privilege is difficult as many people do not see the difference in life between the two groups. One may think they are disadvantaged but are enjoying the larger share. For example, the affirmative action occurred to express concern about equity in the workplace. But such equity should be on merit and not population size. In this perspective, the white did not even realize that there was a problem in society. The affirmative action was an expression of such differences. The baseline is people are unaware of such privileges in most case.
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In my situation, gender has been a challenge in taking some risks. As the first born, I wanted to move out on my own after high school, but this has been unsuccessful as my family is unable to warrant their daughter's safety. Additionally, my efforts to influence my parents to start my own business has been a challenge. I always have to support my siblings and family business. In my opinion, white privilege occurs evidenced by police discrimination on different racial groups. Additionally, racist cases have been documented in many cases even in educational facilities, sporting arenas and living quarters. In all cases, non-Hispanic whites are at an advantage (Childs, 2015)
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